RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
the Prophet Elisha might be properly celebrated by a
famous name.  A little research will prove that there
is   no   contemporary   warranty   for   this   attractive
emendation. Leslie was born in 1893 to Mr. and Mrs*
J. I. Belisha.   In 1912 his mother married a second
time.  Her second husband, only nineteen years older
than his stepson, was Sir Adair Hore, who in 1935
became   permanent   secretary   to   the   Ministry  of
Pensions.   Mr. Hore-Belisha's mother, who had thus
become Lady Hore, died in 1936; he was a devoted
son and felt the bereavement bitterly.   That is the
whole story of his name.   So, as a judge might say,
let us hear no more nonsense about "Horeb-Elisha."
The boy was sent to Clifton.   The First German
War came and interrupted his career.   But for him
it was not an unqualified misfortune. When hostilities
ended he had  at the age of twenty-five reached
Field rank.    Major  Hore-Belisha  resumed  his in-
terrupted   career   at   St.  John's   College,   Oxford.
"Here is a winner," said an undergraduate popu-
lation  consisting  of schoolboys  and  warriors,  and
made him forthwith President of the Union.   Hore-
Belisha decided that he was a Liberal; so he was,
a Liberal with a belief in empiricism, a faith in
the power of the individual and  a contempt for
the soft cushions of Socialism,   He was called to
the Bar but did not let the Temple separate him from
Fleet Street.   During his experience of journalism he
made a number of valuable contacts.  These were not
transitory.   Of all politicians he has least ground for
complaining that the Press has ever ignored him or
his exploits.
By 1922 he was nominated as Liberal candidate for
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